


Agenda

•ARRL Simulated Emergency Test (Oct 5-6)
•ARRL (National Preparedness Month)
•Practice field readiness at the QRP this 

Saturday



ARRL 
Simulated 
Emergency 
Test

•ARRL’s Simulated Emergency Test 
(SET) is October 5 - 6, 2024, and 
this nationwide exercise is the 
chance to test your personal 
emergency-operating skills and the 
readiness of your communications 
equipment and accessories in a 
simulated emergency-like 
deployment. 



ARRL 
Simulated 
Emergency 
Test 
(continued)

•Christine will provide an update 
on the participation of the 
Section and/or our county will 
have for this event.
•Our equipment at the EOC is 

currently transitioning to a new 
location and any operation we 
would have would be done 
remotely.



ARRL –
National 
Preparedness 
Month

•September is National 
Preparedness Month, and ARRL is 
working to help radio amateurs 
have a plan for family resilience. 
•Many hams enjoy public service as 

part of their operating. 
•Being ready to activate for a served 

agency through the ARRL Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service® (ARES®) 
involves not only being licensed 
and trained, but also prepared and 
equipped.



ARRL – National Preparedness Month

• Amateur radio is an excellent tool for community resilience 
in times of crisis. 
• The utility value of the critical communications it provides is 

enhanced by having well trained local Amateur Radio 
Emergency Service® (ARES®) groups and other teams. 
• However, to maximize the value to yourself, your family, and 

your community; an operator must be prepared. September 
is National Preparedness Month. 
• ARRL’s partners at the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) are sharing tips to help you be prepared. They 
are centered around the theme of “Start a Conversation”.



National Preparedness Month – Have a Go Kit

• ARRL Director of Emergency 
Management Josh Johnston, 
KE5MHV, suggests that hams and 
their families have a “go-bag”. 

• He says there are a few things to 
consider: “You need to be able to 
function while activated, so that 
means you need a kit for your 
needs and a kit for your radio 
needs. 

• If your family is impacted by the 
situation, they also need to have 
some gear at the ready.”



National Preparedness Month – Have a Go Kit

• On the ARRL website, there’s an 
Emergency Prep Kit Checklist. It 
lists the common items such as 
food and water for several days, a 
first aid kit, medications, chargers 
for your devices and other useful 
items.

• We have created an easy to 
remember URL for this list.  Visit

https://tinyurl.com/areskit



National Preparedness Month – Have a Go Kit
• Having a kit for your radio is useful as well. 

“Go kits will vary based on function and 
need for the field,” said Johnston. “

• Most kits should include a dual band HT 
and/or mobile radio with antenna, a power 
supply and all necessary cables and 
connectors. 

• Every kit should include note pad or paper 
of some type as well as pens or pencils. 
You should have a power source and 
power cables. 

• If you are working HF then you will need an 
HF radio and antenna, and if you want 
digital capabilities, then a computer with 
software preloaded will be desired.”



National Preparedness Month – Have a Go Kit (continued)

• Other things you may want will 
include tape and tools, spare 
batteries, headphones, flashlights 
of some sort, cell phone chargers, 
and a multimeter. 

• Other items that won’t fit in a bag 
but may be needed include a 
generator, a working surface like a 
small folding table, a chair, and 
some type of shelter.



National Preparedness Month – Ensuring Family Safety

• For a ham or any other public safety 
responder, whether paid or volunteer, 
it is not uncommon to be called out to 
provide assistance during disasters.  

• We often do not know when we will be 
called or exactly what the call will 
involve.  We also do not know how 
long we may be deployed. 

• In the last section, we focused on our 
go kit and the tools we should have to 
deploy as an amateur radio volunteer.  
But have we made sure our family is 
prepared for these times, whether we 
are deployed or will be staying home?



National Preparedness Month – Ensuring Family Safety
• As the theme of this month suggests, 

ARRL Director of Emergency 
Management Josh Johnston, KE5MHV, 
says it comes down to being 
prepared. 

• “Make a plan with your family and 
ensure basic supplies are available 
including water, food and first aid 
capabilities. 

• Do you have a generator or alternate 
power capabilities and do your family 
members know how to use it?  

• Have a communications plan, 
including backup communications, 
with family members and friends,” he 
said.



National Preparedness Month – Ensuring Family Safety

• “Remember that there may be a 
time that you are the victim.  

• There may be a time that you must 
turn down a request for assistance 
because you must take care of your 
family first.  

• Ask if you can be put in a slot later 
down the roster to allow time to get 
your family to safety or have 
everything settled to ensure your 
family is cared for before 
deployment,” said Johnston.



National Preparedness Month – Station Readiness

• Many hams have a home station 
from which we operate on a regular 
basis.  

• Is your station set up to operate or 
have the ability to operate off the 
grid or on alternate power sources?  

• There are many ways to set this up 
to run on battery power and could 
even be done temporarily if you 
don’t have a permanent battery 
backup situation. 



National Preparedness Month – Station Readiness

• “With the new batteries out there, and 
solar technology both improving in 
quality and decreasing in price, building a 
resilient station is no longer difficult or 
expensive.  

• Think about powering more than just the 
radio on an alternate power source.  

• “Do you have lights that could run off the 
battery source?  

• Do you have an alternate power source 
for your computer?  

• What about your internet connection?  Is 
there a backup for it?”



National Preparedness Month – Station Readiness

• Amateurs should test their ham station to 
ensure that it is powered by the 
generator.  If the whole house system 
does not power the station, a portable 
generator could be an option. The key is 
to test the system under blue sky 
conditions to ensure it works, check for 
RF noise, and potential power drop.  

• Having backup antennas is also crucial. 
“Especially if we are dealing with storms, 
it may be useful to have alternate 
antennas on hand, especially for HF and 
VHF,” said Johnston. 



National Preparedness Month – Wrapping It Up

• Serving in an emergency isn’t 
just about radio 
communications

• Take care of yourself and be 
sure you are ready personally

• Have a conversation and 
prepare with your family

• Only when you, your family, and 
your resources are prepared 
can you be an effective 
volunteer. Visit Ready.gov for more helpful information



Questions?



Practice 
field 
readiness 
at the QRP 
this 
Saturday
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